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           The Floral Park Post #334 of the American 
Legion was organized by U. S. military veterans on 
August 13, 1919. Legion meetings in the early 
years were held in the Childs Hall on Tulip 
Avenue, later moving to the Round House at 
Floral Parkway and Carnation Avenue. In 1924, 

property was secured on Elizabeth Street, and in 
the following year the Hall, 
referred to as the Post by 
members, was erected by 
volunteer labor from the 
membership. Carpenters, 
masons, plumbers and 
electricians, all with varying 
skills, contributed their time 
and labor to make a 
welcoming gathering place. 
 The American 

Legion and American Legion Auxiliary members continue to meet at the Post, 
hosting holiday parties, dinners for veterans from St. Albans Hospital and other 
events. In addition, community organizations and families utilize the first floor 
meeting room and downstairs meeting room and kitchen for special occasion 
parties, fundraising and other events. 
 In May, the Post is the center of excitement and anticipation as adults and 
children representing every facet of community life prepare for the kick-off of the 
annual Memorial Day Parade. Red Poppies and U.S. Flags are given out along the 
parade route in honor of the men and women who sacrificed their lives in all wars, 
protecting the ideals of freedom and liberty. 

 In June 1914, leaders 
from Floral Park and vicinity 
organized a Masonic Club. By 
1923 the Grand Lodge of 
Masons – NYS granted 
permission to form a Lodge of 
Master Masons in Floral Park 
was formalized. For over eight 
decades, the Masons and 
affiliated organizations carried out numerous benevolent activities within Floral 
Park and beyond. 
 The Masonic Temple was built in 1925 on a playing field where there was a 
baseball diamond at the junction of Carnation and Tulip avenues. The 8,500 sq. ft. 
building with four-columns reflected a Greek Revival style of architecture. It had 
three stories consisting of a mezzanine with a powder room for the ladies; a first 
floor event room and kitchen; a second floor ceremonial room for the use of the 
“brothers” of Floral Park Lodge and as many as 15 other Masonic Lodges as well as 
members of Floral Park Chapter of the Eastern Star (formed in 1923); and a fourth 
floor office area. Eventually an elevator was installed.  
 Wedding receptions, family celebrations, 
holiday parties, Republican Club dinners and 
other events were held in the Masonic Temple. 
Collations were enjoyed in the basement Blue 
Room where there was a commercial kitchen.
  This “iconic” building at the entrance of the 
Village was purchased by the Inc. Village of Floral 
Park in 2004 and renamed Centennial Hall. It 
housed the Floral Park Historical Society 
Museum and Archives and continued to be a 
meeting place for local groups. In 2018, the 
Village contracted with a developer for a plan to 
convert the Masonic Temple/Centennial Hall to 
an upscale apartment building with the 
commitment to respect the structure’s classic 
architectural features and community history. 

 The first international road race for the 
William K. Vanderbilt Jr. Cup took place in 
1904. The 30-mile course zig-zagged through 
Nassau and Queens counties and ended in 
Westbury. Cars sped east through Floral Park 
and on to the finish line via Jericho Turnpike, a 

dirt road that was sprinkled with a film of oil to 
keep the dust down. Village residents with yard frontage on Jericho Turnpike 
hosted many race enthusiasts 
from the city. The winning car 
was #7, a French Panhard 
driven by George Heath. The 
prize was the silver cup and 
$20,000. The race is consid-
ered to be the most famous 
automobile road race to take 
place on Long Island and in 
New York State. 

 John Lewis Childs, Founder of Floral 
Park, and Caroline “Carrie” Goldsmith married 
in in 1886 and lived in this Victorian mansion 
on Tulip Avenue.  They raised four children: 
Carleton, Vernon, Lionel and Norma. The 
couple gave parties for local children and 

entertained dignitaries, including Governor 
Theodore Roosevelt. Caroline presided at Floral Park Woman’s Club and Sorosis 
meetings and led Red Cross volunteer activities at the mansion. 
 The mansion grew to have 34 rooms, including a special wing to house 
Childs’s collections: 1,000 books on nature; a mineral collection containing 
famous and unusual semi-precious stones and an enormous collection of bird 
artifacts, most impressive of which was a Bald Eagle on a pedestal. 
 Built around 1880, the mansion has some distinctive architectural features 
which included a very ornate porch with a “porte-cochere,” for protected entrance 
of friends via horse and carriages,” plentiful in that era. It was a full two-stories 
plus, one sporting 
mansard roof and 
several dormers, topped 
by a “tower.” A finial iron 
cresting crowned all 
“roof cornices.” It stood 
prominently alongside 
Childs’ Seedhouse and 
beautiful grounds. It was 
one of Long Island’s 
great mansions; it was 
demolished in the early 
1950s.

 The Childs Company seedhouse, built in 1890, was a four-story brick 
seed warehouse located just south of the Childs residence on Tulip 
Avenue. A studio in the tower was where a full-time artist employed by 
Childs created magnificent illustrations for the company’s seed catalogs, 
seed packets, magazines and other publications. The building was 
purchased by the Floral Park Storage Co. and eventually demolished.

 The Floral Park School was built facing South 
Tyson Avenue in 1894 by Mapes 
and Son. By 1910, an addition 
was added in the rear. Children 
no longer had to travel more than 
one mile to a small, wooden 
one-room schoolhouse on Jericho 

Turnpike in what is today Bellerose Terrace. The Floral Park School 
was renamed the John Lewis Childs School out of respect for Childs, 
Founder of Floral Park, a member of the  Board of Education and an 
education advocate. 
 The school was demolished in the late 1950’s and replaced 
with a new structure with the front entrance facing Elizabeth Street. 
Today, two schools the John Lewis Childs and Floral Park–Bellerose 
elementary schools make up the Floral Park-Bellerose Union Free 
Elementary School District #22 responsible for educating students 
living in Floral Park, Bellerose Village and Bellerose Terrace. 

 The Floral Theatre, once considered the grandest 
theatre in Nassau County, was built in 1927 by John 
McNeill, a contractor/builder, who eventually became 
mayor of Floral Park. The theatre was the dream of 
theatrical promoter Michael Glynne. It was equipped to 
present both silent and talking movies, vaudeville acts, 

dance troupes and newsreels. It had over 1,600 seats and 
was the first theatre in the area to have a balcony.  
 In later years, the Floral Park Police Benevolent Association sponsored entertaining 
shows with celebrity appearances. The Stack family, owners of Nassau Drug Store, sponsored 

a free, annual Christmas party for 
children. For decades, the theatre 
remained a cultural and civic center of 
the Village. When the building was sold 
in the 1990s, the new owners respected 
the building’s history and the architec-
tural charm of the interior and the 
exterior of the building. The restoration 
of the ceiling is magnificent.  Now in 
2019 as the Floral Terrace, an upscale 
banquet hall, it is still welcoming to the 
community in a grand manner. 

 Most residents in the early years of the Village 
were Methodist. The first church, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, was built on land donated by John 
Lewis Childs. The building, a 32’ x 50’ wood structure, 
was dedicated in 1891. The interior was finished with 
yellow pine, had open trusses in the ceiling and could 

seat 350 persons. The belfry was 60’ high.  
 In 1927, a new colonial style church with stately pillars and a tower/steeple was built. 
It was constructed of framed steel and brick 
and stone and roofed with slate. The original 
church was incorporated into the center of the 
design of the new church, where it serves 
today as a chapel. 
 In 1939, the church was named the Floral 
Park Methodist Church and renamed, the 
United Methodist Church of Floral Park in 
1968. The church parlor, chapel, classrooms, 
lower meeting room with a kitchen and stage 
are utilized by a theatre group, youth groups, a 
pre-school program, thrift shop, as well as 
church fellowship groups.

 In colonial times, the Baylis/Bailey family owned 
acres of farmland starting at Carnation Avenue and 
proceeding west, following the Long Island Railroad 
tracks. The family home is still standing on the original 
site and likely to be just one of the structures that made 
up the homestead. It was built using “farm lot” trees – 
hewn timber-mortise-"tennoned and braced and pinned.” 

Owners over the years have expanded the house 
and altered the interior. 
 “It is doubtful that any other Floral Park deed 
predates the one for this dwelling owned by 
William Bailey/Baylis,” said architect/historian 
Cuyler Beebe Tuthill, who sketched the house in 
1949. He further noted: “The construction date 
‘1779’ was attached to a slab at the northeast 
corner of the house (a laudable practice).”  
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 107 South Tyson Avenue is the oldest 
commercial building in the Village of Floral 
Park. It is set in the middle of what is as the 
“Tyson Block,” George I. Tyson, a major 
property owner in early Floral Park, built this 
large, impressive commercial building around 

1894. The wood frame building that was 
originally constructed at this site burned down and was promptly rebuilt of brick 
by Tyson. In 1900, the first floor was occupied by the Post Office, Wright’s 
General Store, Loew’s Butcher Shop and Theodore Fishelli’s Barber Shop. From 
1908 until 1918, the building was the first home of the Floral Park Bank. The 
Floral Park Market, owned by 
L. Levy, and The Gateway 
newspaper also rented office 
space. Today, there are rental 
apartments on the second 
and third floors and 
“storefront” rental space on 
the first floor occupied by 
local businesses and the 
Floral Park Historical Society 
Museum and Archives.

Self-Guided ‘Walking/Driving’ 
Tour & Roadmap

Visit Historic Marker Sites
in the 

Village of Floral Park 
“Home of Flowers”

20th Anniversary Historic 
Marker Project

 The Floral Park Historical Society members, in 
celebration of its 20th Anniversary wanted to embark on a 
project that would spark renewed interest in Floral Park 
history. The members explored the idea of installing eight 
new markers at historically significant locations within the 
Village.  
 Three historic markers were already in place. The first 
one was installed on Verbena Avenue by the United 
Methodist Church in celebration of its 115th Anniversary. 
The second was installed at the site of John Lewis Childs’ 
Mansion and his Seedhouse on Tulip Avenue; the third 
was installed in a pocket park at Jericho Turnpike and 
Emerson Avenue to highlight the route of the first 
Vanderbilt Cup Race that went through Floral Park. 
 Floral Park Mayor Dom Longobardi, Deputy Mayor 
Kevin Fitzgerald, Trustee Dr. Lynn Pombonyo, Trustee 
Archie Chang and Trustee Frank Chiara were supportive of 
the plan to install the eight markers in the locations 
suggested by the FPHS. The locations are as follows: 1779 
House (Carnation Ave.); Floral Theatre; Oldest Commercial 
Building (Tyson); Covert Homestead; Masonic Temple; 
Floral Park School; American Legion Hall, and First Fire 
House/Village Hall. 
 Floral Park Department of Public Works and Buildings 
Superintendent Steve Siwinski assisted in determining 
the best location for each of the markers. The property 
owners at each location were contacted to get their input 
regarding the placement of the markers and the wording 
on them.
 The Floral Park Historical Society submitted an 
application to the Nassau County Legislature for a 
$10,000 grant to cover the cost of casting the new eight 
historic markers. With the assistance of Legislators Richard 
Nicolello and Vincent Muscarella the FPHS was awarded 
the grant. The eight markers were cast by the Catskill 
Casting Company and a tabletop public unveiling at the 
Floral Park Recreation Center as scheduled for April 7, 
2019. The Floral Park Department of Public Works team 
was scheduled to install the markers in the weeks 
immediately following the unveilings. 
 The FPHS Anniversary Self-Guided Tour & Roadmap 
brochure was designed for walkers and/or drivers by 
former resident and graphic artist Anthony Castoro. It 
contains interesting facts about the 12 historic homes, 
buildings and historic sites and has a roadmap to make it 
easy for adults and children to visit the historic markers. 

NOTE: By June 1, 2019 the historic markers will be installed at the eight 
sites. In the years ahead, visitors will have the opportunity to read the 
history message displayed on each marker. By referring to the FPHS 
20th Anniversary Self-Guided Tour & Roadmap brochure, adults and 
children can easily find all 11 historic markers and learn more in-depth 
information about each of the sites. Brochures are available at the Floral 
Park Library and Floral Park Historical Society Museum.

 The Floral Park Fire Department Hook & 
Ladder Company No. 1 was incorporated in 
May 1893. In 1901, the first Fire House was 
constructed on Violet Avenue. The first floor 
housed fire-fighting apparatus and the second 
floor was used as a meeting and event room 

for the firefighters as well as community 
organizations. In 1910, St. Elisabeth’s Mission installed an altar on the second 
floor and held religious services. The first Catholic Mass for English-speaking 
Catholics was offered at the Hall in 1920.  
 The building was sold in 1907 to the Village of Floral Park, which was 
incorporated in 1908. The top floor became 
Village offices until 1936 when the Floral 
Park Village Hall was built a block away. The 
property is now a parking lot for stores and 
restaurants in the commercial area. 
 Today the Floral Park Fire Department’s 
five companies occupy three locations: 
Department Headquarters, Hook & Ladder 
Company No.1, Alert Engine Co. and Rescue 
Co. in the east wing of Village Hall facing 
Vernon Street; Reliance Engine Co. 
Firehouse on Holland Avenue in the North 
End; and Active Engine Co. Firehouse on 
Atlantic Avenue in the West End.  

 John Covert and his family were early 
settlers and property owners. Their homestead 
consisted of three large homes of similar style, 
carriage houses, huge barns and probably 
other structures located on the north side of 
Light Horse Road (Tulip Ave.). In addition, the 

Coverts owned acres of farmland stretching north one-mile past the Long Island 
Railroad tracks. John, the elder, and Marie Covert, raised six children and lived in 
the house near Covert Avenue, which was named as a tribute to him after he 
donated the property to the county for the road. 
 Over the years, the homes at 499, 501 and 503 Tulip Avenue were occupied 
by family members. In the mid-1950s, the original house at the corner of Tulip 

and Covert avenues (503) and its 
contents were auctioned off. The 
house was demolished and a Food 
Fair Supermarket was built in its 
place. The house at 501 Tulip 
Avenue, now owned by George 
Ast, is the only Covert house 
remaining. A Covert carriage 
house, set back from Tulip Avenue, 
at 499 Tulip Avenue is still 
standing.
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